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Abstract 

This paper uses longitudinal microdata from the Statistics Canada National Longitudinal 
Survey of Children and Youth (NLSCY) spanning the years 1994 through 2004 to study 
patterns of family income experienced by a cohort of 7163 Canadian children for most 
of their childhood.  Five principal questions are addressed:  1) What trends in the level 
of real family income are apparent?; 2) What happens to inequality of income among 
this group of children as they grow up?; 3) Are the same children always the ones to be 
‘stuck at the bottom’ or, alternatively, ‘secure at the top’ of the relative income 
distribution?; 4) What are the characteristics of the children who are most likely to ever 
or always be in the bottom (or top) of the distribution?; 5) What changes in 
characteristics are associated with movements up or down the income distribution?   
 
JEL Code: D3, I32 
Keywords: Children, Inequality, Child Poverty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We thank the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research and Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council for 
funding and Lihui Zhang for excellent research assistance.  This research was carried out in the Atlantic Research 
Data Centre; we gratefully acknowledge access to the data master files and the support of Heather Hobson and 
Margaret Dechman in vetting all of our output.  
 


